Former Wilts & Dorset Bristol RE 824 MMW 354G and H&DW&D
It was in October 2006 that Chris Holtby led the party with Steve Hursthouse, Chris Mills and myself to Shropshire to make the purchase of MMW 354G from Chris Brown. The vehicle was as I’d last seen it in a photograph at Pennine Blue still with its amber beacon on the roof from it’s days of airside work at Stanstead and then Manchester with Servisair who had purchased it from Ensignbus together with former 821 MMW 351G and H&D 832 NLJ 821G, fleet numbers in “old money” subsequently they became H&D 604, 601 and 1606 respectively.

824 was in remarkable condition inside. All seats were in place and original and all the original internal signage was in place right down to depot telephone numbers – we were amazed! Bodywork appeared ok, albeit a few bits of decay became apparent particularly when I was hanging out of the front door guiding Chris Holtby out onto the road and the handrail came clean off and accompanied me into the bushes – great laughter from the others as I felt like Del Boy’s fall in the famous Only Fools and Horses wine bar clip!
To wind the clock back 824 was one of the first batch of seven RE’s with Wilts & Dorset and spent some time at the Castle Street yard in Salisbury prior to being licensed for service on 1st May 1969. The first four being dual door buses the other three being dual purpose seated buses which had their roofs painted cream  prior to service having been delivered in standard bus livery, these three had small fleetnames on the waistband towards the front with advertisement frames fitted on the side panels (what goes around comes around!) although these were not used. All were of the shallow windscreen deep front dome appearance. 824 was briefly allocated to Salisbury prior to moving to Amesbury and later Pewsey, it spent much of its life on the Salisbury to Marlborough route.
Back to date and late in 2008 824 went to Qualiti Conversions at Botley who replaced part of the floor, a few damaged panels, the window rubbers and did the repaint into Tilling red and cream. Plans for a first public appearance at the FOKAB event on 1st January 2009 had to be aborted due to the extended delivery lead time of the cream rubber.

Finally, plans were laid for a first public outing on Saturday 2nd May with a trip from Salisbury to Marlborough. This coinscided with the four of us launching ourselves as a group named H&DW&D (Heritage Collection of Hants & Dorset and Wilts & Dorset). Although not open to general membership two honorary members have been invited namely Phil Davies as Mr. H&D and David Pennels as Mr. W&D recognizing their very respected and important work over many years regarding the history of the two companies. Despite working together on publications Phil and David had never actually met so it was really good that both were able to attend on the day.
Convertible VR 3377 UFX 858S was used as a photographic platform and mechanical back up, with 824 Happy Birthday as a destination display given that the day was forty years and one day after being first licensed. 824 travelled into Salisbury picking up David Pennels en route whilst I started from Ringwood with 3377 picking up Phil Davies and Chris Harris. A number of invited enthusiast friends joined us at Salisbury Bus Station for an 11.20 departure after a photo of 824 alongside a new Scania, our thanks go to Wilts & Dorset for accommodating us. The journey was superb, albeit with some challenging roads, taking in Amesbury, Durrington, Netheravon, Upavon and Pewsey arriving at Marlborough at lunchtime having taken a few photo stops along the way. Part of the journey was driven by Vic Stevens who as a Wilts & Dorset driver drove 824 as his first service bus after passing his test in 1971 – he had her singing!
After an enjoyable lunch including a toast to launch H&DW&D it was time for the return journey which again included a number of photo stops particularly at Upavon where an effort to recreate David Pennels shot of forty years ago. We passed a new Scania at Durrington on today’s version of the route and a Stonehenge Tour Spectra as we came back into Salisbury mid afternoon. A really good day seemingly enjoyed by all. 824 took David Pennels back home whilst I returned to Ringwood taking Phil Davies and Chris Harris in 3377.

824 behaved perfectly and attended the Bristol Harbourside event two weeks later. 
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