FAM’s, GAM’s. HAM’s, JAM’s, LAM’s etc……The Wilts & Dorset Buses I Grew Up With and Their Hants & Dorset Successor in Andover
Growing up in Andover as a toddler in the late 1950’s my earliest recollections, and the roots of the interest that’s still with me today (or the obsession as some would say), are of looking out of our front room window down the hill where the Hedge End Road route 70 would turn round for the return journey back to town. I’m told that my first word was bus and the excitement of seeing them would often result in a small accident! Up until the early 60’s when the route changed to alternate circuits the buses would do a left turn out of Hedge End Road into Leigh Road and then reverse across Hedge End Road and rest at the bus stop for a tea break kindly provided by a resident. The vehicles used were Bristol K’s with my earliest recollection being K5G’s 298 and 299 GHR 199 and 200. Even at an early age I recall 298 being different in that it had brown and orange upholstery instead of Tilling moquette, this being fitted during it’s 1958 rebuild which included a T shaped destination replacing the early three aperture fitting. There would also be 311 and 313 GMR 26 and 28 which I guess stuck in my mind due to having only two numbers in the registration. 
It was on the way to school one morning in early 1962 when at the Leigh Road bus stop awaiting its return journey back to town by turning right into Hedge End Road, on the now revised route, was what appeared to me to be a gleaming brand new bus. This was 327 HAM 230, which in fact was a Bristol KSW5G straight out of rebuild which included a T shape destination replacing the later style three aperture fitting. This really was the start of the interest as that registration stood out and stuck in the mind. From here on I was mentally spotting registration numbers (not into fleet numbers at this point) and would quickly recollect other HAM’s in the shape of 329, 330 and 331 HAM 693, 694 and 695 in both pre and post rebuild forms. I recall seeing white steering wheels on some KSW5G’s which I gathered later was to identify them as 8 foot wide vehicles, I’m not sure when white wheels were discontinued.
On riding home from town with the shopping bags I would almost always occupy the upstairs offside front seat and drive the bus by standing and holding the front bar, Mum having to lug the weeks shopping up the stairs to satisfy my desire! I can recall just a couple of times when my line of vision was spoilt by a horrible brown bar going across the windscreen, this I now reckon to be 288 FAM 5 or one of its sisters on loan from Salisbury.
During late 1962 we moved across town and used the other end of the 70 route which went to King George Road, having been recently extended from its previous terminus of Tollgate Road. Our stop being Walnut Tree Road on the main Salisbury Road, by this time I sat properly and mainly downstairs when we’d been shopping taking advantage of that wonderful round radiator on the bulkhead of KSW’s. This move meant going past the bus station in Bridge Street as we went to and from town seeing more vehicles. This was when I started to notice registrations FAM 5, GAM 11, JAM933 on K variants and KSW5G’s. Single deckers began to register with their livery variations between bus livery on L variants and LS5G’s with their NAM and OAM registrations, maroon roofed LS6G’s and repainted cream roofed LS6G’s with their JAM registrations.

This house and school move meant the use of a school bus for the first time to get to the Norman Gate School in New Street ( this being further away than my previous school Wolverdene in Leigh Road – there must have been a logic somewhere). The morning journey was double deck and the afternoon journey single deck providing further interest. The double decker in the morning would generally be a KSW5G with occasionally a KSW6B with platform doors and the staggered upper deck seating, I never took to these and I’m sure it was the simple fact that they didn’t have “catchy” registrations being KHR’s and they sounded different with Bristol engines. One stood out as different though as it had a T shaped front destination and three aperture rear, this being 382 JWV 381 the rebuild being after accident damage in 1962. On the odd occasion we’d have a Lodekka LD which would have been 614 MMW 411 with its full length grille. At this young age this looked older than a KSW5G in my mind. I, and a few others used to love it when we had a T box KSW5G as the destination handle on the rear staircase was fixed, unlike others, and we could each do a couple of turns as we came downstairs and then see what we’d achieved as it moved off down the road. As an aside I have the rear blind from 327 in the back of my garage to this day! My interest and memory capacity was growing by now as I would get my school mates to give me the registration of the approaching bus and I’d tell them the adverts on the back – and I wasn’t even 10 yet! The afternoon return was normally a dual purpose LS6G with their high back seats and memorable registrations JAM 151, 226 and 304 being 519, 522 and 525 or a standard bus seated LS5G with registrations NAM 116, OAM 552 and 553, being 576, 587 and 588. I remember getting on 588 one afternoon and it looking  like a brand new bus having just returned from refurbishment with new seats and a lighter interior with white formica like paneling replacing the previous dull almost brown appearance. I can also remember the front nearside seat changes taking place to accommodate the fitting of luggage pens.  On the odd occasion a “Conker Box” rebuilt LWL5G would appear being a LAM registration. We would sometimes be treated to still very new 804 XMR 951 or 810 XMR 957 these two MW6G’s being of interest as apart from “different” registrations one had cream window rubber and the other black and they were T shaped destinations on single deckers. Opening windows were noticeably different being of the hopper type as opposed to sliding. Fleet number plates were not featured on this batch of vehicles, small painted numbers being applied centrally above the ECW wings instead as per MW coaches, 810 received a plate a few years later.   They were in my mind twins because not only did they work together on longer routes but shared the same adverts during their whole lives together at Andover these being four variations of Bristol and West Building Society and then two variations of Ramsbury Building Society. These two also used to display “Service” as a destination quite frequently which was not hitherto a common site apart from the odd loan vehicle from Salisbury which didn’t have local blind detail.
Late 1962 was of great interest as some genuinely new, as opposed to rebuilt, double deckers appeared in the shape of Lodekka FS’s 642 680 AAM with T shaped destination and more noticeably 647 and 648 685 AAM and 686 AAM with even depth two aperture displays giving a completely different appearance with their cream window rubbers. Apparently the early members of this batch were in advanced build at ECW when the decision to adopt the even depth apertures was made. This introduced a new registration sequence as the reversed format was employed.  It must have been at this point that I realized that LD’s were in fact newer than KSW’s as the new FS’s bore a resemblance to the LD. These new arrivals tended to work the longer routes to Salisbury, Basingstoke, Newbury and Winchester in company with the depot’s LD’s 614 MMW 441, 616 MMW 413, 621 OHR 57 and 622 OHR 123, another memorable registration. 614 and 616 were Bristol engined and 621 and 622 Gardner.
The spring of 1963 brought more excitement with the appearance on our town service route of a brand new open platform Lodekka FS in he shape of 652 690 AAM. Gleaming new paint, no adverts and camel back seating this really stood out. This was shortly joined by 654 692 AAM which stood out as carrying rear adverts for two different Salisbury garages Collets on the lower panel and Goddards on the cream band. These two took over the 69 and 70 town service work displacing KSW’s and starting the withdrawal process for K’s. These vehicles featured a masked destination display within the even depth two aperture layout with much smaller font lettering. Occasionally 656 694 AAM would appear on loan from Basingstoke to cover for 652 or 654 it becoming a permanent transfer when the town service network was recast and expanded to a 90 series route numbering in the mid 60’s. These three and 648 were Bristol engined whilst 642 and 647 were Gardner. 664 473 BMR a further platform doored FS with a Bristol engine model followed in January 1964 this being different again with Cave-Brown-Cave radiator vents and different upper cream band front layout and an offside illuminated advert panel. In the late 60’s 642 was swapped with Amesbury’s 640 678 AAM due to an illuminated advert requirement for Wavy Line supermarket and open platform 657 695 AAM joined from Basingstoke having been made surplus by FLF arrivals.
My first sighting of an FLF was 658 467 BMR on a trip to Salisbury probably in late 1963. This bus looked enormous and quite different with its front entrance and more upright front. Journeys to other towns were by bus as my parents never had a car. In the early days Southampton would be reached by train until Dr.Beeching did his deed chopping the Andover to Romsey “Spratt and Winkle” line, this then necessitating a 68 to Winchester and a Hants & Dorset 47 to Southampton, I didn’t really mind! There was an extra Andover to Romsey bus service 84 introduced as a rail replacement but it didn’t seem to do the job carrying only light loadings. Salisbury seemed like a different fleet with its large number of open platform LD’s covering city services, these early LD’s were later rebuilt with even depth two aperture destination displays as per the FS’s and short radiator grilles replaced the original longer fitment. This included Andover’s 614 MMW 411 which was the last delivery with a long grille. Basingstoke looked different again with double deckers carrying adverts either side of the front destination in what looked like London style to me and two line destination blinds with displays like “Relief Car” instead of plain “Relief”used at Andover.

I didn’t take too much notice of coaches and didn’t realize until much later that the first MW’s were new in red and cream livery, my earliest recollections being all over cream. Then in 1962 a new “Mark 2” MW arrived in the shape of 716 674 AAM with its red waistband and plastic fleet name looking really modern in appearance. This was followed in 1963 by 719 131 AMW which was a 31 foot long example.
The new registration system with a letter suffix now came into being, albeit with Wiltshire missed out on A and commencing with B in 1964. My first sighting being FLF 663 AHR 246B which would work into Andover on the 8 from Salisbury. My first awareness of the fact that vehicles got withdrawn and sold was of a Saturday afternoon in Southampton in 1964 when we walked past a red Bristol K at the side of the road and I realized that it was FAM 5. It had no Wilts & Dorset fleetnames and no adverts, eventually I saw legal lettering for Marchwood Motorways of Totton and spent the whole journey home trying to understand how this could be! Apart from a C registered Bedford SB / Duple coach Andover had nothing until June 1966 when dual purpose MW 724 EMR 299D arrived, this saw little bus service when new doing private hire and Royal Blue relief work which was regular work for Wilts & Dorset. September 1966 saw  FLF 678 EMR 294D with a Bristol engine appear, this carried adverts from new and appeared enormous, particularly in busy Saturday traffic when working along Bridge Street towards the High Street on Winchester 68 duties, no bypass in those days. In November sister 679 EMR 295D but with a Gardner engine arrived and worked devoid of adverts for some time. Both worked 68’s and Andover workings on the 8 to Salisbury via Amesbury with occasional activity on 76’s to Basingstoke and Salisbury.  These arrivals saw further K’s and KS’s disappear. These vehicles showed a livery variation with no upper cream band being featured. Legal lettering now showed The Square, Bournemouth as opposed to 8, Endless Street, Salisbury the registered office having moved towards the end of 1965.
Having now got to senior school age my daily school transport was again a mix of KSW5G’s and KSW6B’s as school specials from town to London Road and the FS6B’s from town to home. One of the entertainment features embarked upon by the less well behaved was to unscrew light bulbs from the upper deck of KSW’s and drop them out of sliding vents on pedestrians below as we traveled down London Street into town, no I didn’t - I had too much respect for the vehicles! One KSW5G of interest was 343 HMR 58 which was rebuilt with even depth two aperture destination display front and rear, others just had the top line of the three aperture masked out initially in black and later in red.
A school project was of great interest when the art department were asked to produce mock stain glass windows for a mobile church. The vehicle arrived in the shape of GMW 195 former Wilts & Dorset 317 a KS6B and stayed for several days while the windows were treated. St. Mary’s Church used the bus to cover the new housing estates in its parish. 
1967 saw a lone Bedford VAM / Strachan dual door saloon and Bedford VAM / Duple coaches.  The earliest MW coaches were now going through a demotion process with destination boxes, one man operated bus fitments and repaint into dual purpose half red half cream livery, Andover receiving 702 RHR 853. This later got repainted allover red and finally red with cream window surrounds. Sister vehicle 705 RMR992 becoming a dual door bus under this programme at Salisbury. Almost right at the end of the year FLF 690 JMR 820F arrived (new registration year having moved from January to August). This was devoid of adverts and spent its initial time on driver familiarization as it was different! It had a Leyland engine and semi automatic transmission sounding completely different to anything before it. This was soon joined by 691 JMR 821F which was to become the final double decker delivered to the original Wilts & Dorset fleet and the last with black lining out to the cream band and black mudguards. These two displaced KSW5G’s, which I believe were 350 and 351 HMR 689 and 690. These two FLF’s saw most of their early work on the 8 alongside sister buses from Salisbury.
1968 saw more Bedfords in the shape of one VAM bus Willowbrook dual door body and one VAL coach with Duple body at Andover before March 1969 saw an overdue delivery of a dual door Bristol RE 822 MMW 352G. This really did look long and featured the simplified livery with no black lining out on the cream band beading. 822 was one of the final batch of vehicles with Wiltshire registrations and Wilts & Dorset legal lettering. Fleet number plates were not fitted to new vehicles from hereon, white painted numbers being applied in the traditional position. Of this batch 824 at Salisbury and later Pewsey did receive a plate shortly after delivery. Driver familiarization duties took place before being unleashed into service on the longer routes to Salisbury, Newbury and Winchester. 822 sustained major front end damage in snow during its first winter. This was joined later by 829 PRU 64G which featured a taller windscreen and shallower front dome and a change to Bournemouth area registrations and Hants & Dorset legal lettering. 829 was a bit accident prone and was frequently away with bodywork attention. Other notable changes being introduced upon the fleet from this time, all regretful in my view, were repaints with no black relief and rear destination displays being discontinued with a route number only being displayed for a few more years before that too disappeared.
My GCE Technical Drawing project was to draw a Bristol RE chassis which was a first for the examiners. My Geography course work was of country bus routes around Andover. I recall good marks, comments about unusual subject matter but sadly didn’t get the work returned.  
The next new bus was another newcomer in the shape of dual door LH 840 RRU 694H which despite its lighter weight, and dual doors appeared on longer services to Salisbury and Newbury. The livery included cream window surrounds as opposed to a waistband giving a pleasing effect. Further RE’s followed in the shape of  843 and 844 TRU 944 and 945J. Earlier 842 at Salisbury was noticeable in having a fleet number plate applied. These had a revised curved frontal appearance instead of the hitherto flat front. A transfer from Hants and Dorset was 594 KEL 402 a rebuilt LL6B for contract work repainted in Wilts & Dorset livery with a fleet number plate.
The next deliveries carried fleet numbers from the newly introduced September 1971 renumbering scheme for the combined Hants & Dorset / Wilts & Dorset fleets which signaled the end of fleet number plates for gold transfers and coloured depot allocation dots. A dual purpose RE 624 XLJ 729K moved in from Salisbury when almost new with 826 now 606 MMW 356G followed by 625 AEL 100K and single door LH’s 531, 532 and 536 XEL 835, 836 and 840K with revised curved front ends as the RE’s. I recall a floor panel bouncing up and sliding forward down the gangway on 606, as it had become, MMW 356G whilst traveling through Middle Wallop on the way to Salisbury one day. This gave me an interesting view of mechanical parts in operation!
This is the year I got motorized, ok a Lambretta , and I can remember discovering the Baughurst out station which contained withdrawn dual purpose LS’s 522 and 525 JAM 226 and 304, a sad day but they had given significant service over long and varied lives covering weekend trips up north on forces leave work, Royal Blue relief work and excursions in addition to bus service. This ex Venture garage became a store for many withdrawn vehicles from Andover and Basingstoke over the next few years in addition to the ex Silver Star garage on Porton Down. I had an interesting visit their by bus, I think in the same year, and found it full of withdrawn “Conker Boxes” LWL5G’s, Hants and Dorset full front K5G open toppers and KSW5G 343 HMR 58.
At the end of 1972 came NBC Poppy Red and Hants & Dorset fleetnames – the end of an era Wilts & Dorset no more – I nearly gave up – it was horrible (from he who now shares a VR in that livery!). The first repaints at Andover being MW 804 XMR 951 now 821 and LS 550 JWV 761 now 772, this had it’s chrome roof trim cut to allow fitment of the fleetname on the roof panels. It looked like undercoat – awful! More colour variety came with two MW’s from Hants & Dorset in Tilling Green, bus 1816 2719 EL originally 817 and dual purpose former coach 1817 6226 EL with cream roof originally 871. 
Into 1973 as Hants & Dorset and new arrivals in the shape of LH’s in a new numbering scheme. 3504 and 3505 DEL 540 and 541L in allover Poppy Red. The registrations suggest that they were planned to be 540 and 541 originally. These arrived in March followed by 3513 NEL 846M in August, this with white relief on a beaded waistband – a slight improvement. The white waistband had an on / off relationship over the following years with LH’s, RE’s and Leyland Nationals having a band and then not. Fortunately double deckers retained theirs throughout. In late 1973 a green LD arrived 1415 NEL 27 originally 1351.
Strange arrivals in mid 1974 with three more LH’s but with cutaway fronts. These were 3531, 3532 and 3533 ORU 531, 532 and 533M. One story goes that they were allocated to Andover due to delayed receipt of standard models and the other story goes that they were moved north short term after sister 3534 slipped off the Sandbanks Ferry whilst on trials on 20th May, a handbrake modification being required to overcome the problem discovered. Either way these three looked odd as they were employed across a workings from the Andover depot. Another stranger to arrive was 1428 RLJ 514, originally 1364, in Poppy Red from Poole. This replaced 3996 532 HKJ an ex Maidstone and District Atlantean which lasted about one day on Andover’s allocation being rejected and hastily exchanged!  3531, 3532 and 3533 moved on to Bournemouth for the intended ferry duties in December being replaced by 3542, 3543 and 3544 GLJ 474, 475 and 476N. Also during 1974 679 (214) EMR 295D went to Basingstoke in exchange for 685 (220) JMR 815F which was an allover advert for the Coal Board.
Into 1975 and more LH’s with 3553 and 3554 GLJ 485 and 486N arriving. LD’s now started to move out with all moving to Basingstoke to finish their days albeit 616 MMW 413 (417) got a reprieve at Pewsey and Salisbury before going back to Basingstoke as the last Bristol AVW engined vehicle in the fleet. 3567, 3568, 3569 and 3570 HJT 39, 40,41 and 42N followed on in March displacing more older vehicles. 3574 and 3575 HJT 46 and 47N quickly followed. From late this year I was working in Basingstoke and witnessed new arrivals and transfers in and out with great interest – they of course had had VR’s since the turn of 1973. Anything and everything seemed to come and go, often very quickly, as presumably engineers tried to balance the fleet. Andover’s first LH 840 now 526 moved to Basingstoke after repaint into allover Poppy Red.
The new vehicles into Andover in 1976 saw the Leyland National arrive but that’s not for here apart from recording that subsequently during 1977 National arrival ousted all RE’s from the depot to Salisbury, 822 (602), 826 (606), 829 (609), 834 (613) which came from Basingstoke in 1974, 844 (617) and 624 and Southampton 845 (618) and 625. 1976 saw my old favourites the FS’s start to disappear with 647 (110) going to Southampton and later Salisbury before finishing at Southampton and 648 (111) going to Bournemouth and finally Southampton. I remember my favourite 652 (115) sitting in Andover depot yard freshly painted in Poppy Red in February with Basingstoke depot codes – horror on horror! On walking around the back it had a Bournemouth style Henlys advert on the white band suggesting that it was destined for Bournemouth but had a change of plan. It went to Basingstoke but saw little use and was withdrawn a year later. 657 (120) went back to Basingstoke to finish its days. FLF’s also moved on with 678 (213) going to Southampton and later Poole. 678 (213) and 679 (214) later becoming Driver Trainers.
In early 1977 new VR’s were entering the fleet quite rapidly and Andover got its first allocation of 3366, 3367 and 3368 RJT 157, 158 and 159R. Although not documented anywhere that I’ve seen 3366 did a few days in Basingstoke with incorrect fleet number 3360 before the error was realized. These were a sight on a Saturday afternoon in the High Street with the market in the middle of the road, they seemed so big. 3368 seemed to a favourite for private hires and the summer weekend Bournemouth excursions. The remaining FS’s 654 (117), 656 (119) and 664 (121) moved to Salisbury to finish their days with FLF’s 685 (220) going back to Basingstoke in standard livery by now and 690 (225) going to Salisbury. This left just one crew bus 691 (226) for the Portals, Overton Mills contract – ironically the last Wilts & Dorset double decker.  
I got married that year and moved to Basingstoke in October 1977 which seems to be a good point to close the “Buses I Grew Up With” era. Andover had an influx of more LH’s with former Hants & Dorset ones coming in and later in the early 1980’s with its share of the former Bristol Omnibus examples.  FLF 691 (226) moved to Basingstoke in 1979 before finishing its days at Southampton. 690 (225) made a return to the Andover allocation in late 1980 for the Overton Mills contract but only until March 1981. It became a service vehicle and was later converted to offside entrance at Barton Park Eastleigh Central Works for Boston Double Deckers. The three VR’s moved to Salisbury in early 1980 but 3366 did come back to Andover in its subsequent Hampshire Bus days via allocation at Southampton and Eastleigh. The town services became LH worked, a far cry from the K’s, KSW’s and FS’s but of course worse was to come in the future! In mid 1980 dual purpose VR’s 3345, 3346 and 3347 NEL 119, 120 and NJT 33P came to Andover from Fareham and lasted until 1989 when their then owners Stagecoach had other plans for them north of the border.
The Bus Station in Bridge Street was closed and demolished for an Iceland supermarket and then in the early 1990’s the garage moved out to Walworth Industrial Estate under Stagecoach ownership – all gone – all a memory. It’s interesting that of the original Wilts & Dorset era the Salisbury Bus Station in Endless Street and Depot in Castle Street still survive, in fact when you pour through old photos looking through the Bus Station there’s little change apart from the departure bay layout and signage – long may that continue.
Other Bristol / ECW visitors to Andover not mentioned here are of course Hants & Dorset vehicles from Winchester on the jointly worked 68 service, the green vehicles displaying 68A and 68B variants whilst Wilts displayed just 68 and Royal Blue coaches en route to many parts of the country.  
The fleet of Hants & Dorset Bristol VR’s are a story, and a long one, in themselves for another day – but the day will come when I get time!
Peter Cook
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Photo’s sent with article to Bristol Interest Circle:

288 FAM 5 in Bridge Street

298 GHR 199 in High Street

327 HAM 230 before rebuild and with white steering wheel

519 JAM 151 in Bus Station

568 LHR 858 before and after rebuild in Bus Station

576 NAM 116 in Bus Station

614 MMW 411 before rebuild in Basingstoke Bus Station and after rebuild in Bus Station

652 690 AAM in High Street

679 EMR 295D

690 JMR 820F in Castle Street Salisbury

804 XMR 951 in Bus Station

822 MMW 352G in Andover Road Winchester

840 RRU 694H in Bus Station
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